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Clemency 

Granted 



t SUSAN LAKES 

Streetvibes Staff Writer 

hio has the unique distinc¬ 
tion of being a northern state 
that has an active execution 
list, and active groups fighting to stop 
executions, according to Sister Alice 
Gerdeman, who coordinates the Inter¬ 
community Justice and Peace Center 
in Cincinnati. 

An arm of the center, Families 
That Matter, has reason to celebrate 
since Shawn Hawkins is alive today. 
His execution date was set for June 
15, but Governor John Kasich fol¬ 
lowed the unanimous recommenda¬ 
tion of the parole board, and commut¬ 
ed his death sentence to life in prison 
without parole. 

“In this case, at least a life was 
saved,” Gerdeman said during an 
interview on the very day Hawkins 
would have died. 

Hawkins, 42, was the first death 
row inmate granted clemency by the 
newly elected Republican governor. 


Three executions went ahead as 
scheduled. 

The news that Hawkin’s life had 
been spared came as no surprise to 
Gerdeman and staff, “we were expect¬ 
ing it,” she said. 


The governor’s office released the 
following statement about the Hawkins 
case. 

“There is no doubt that the de¬ 
fendant played a significant, material 
role in the heinous crime, but precise 


details of that role are frustratingly 
unclear to the point that Ohio shouldn’t 
deliver the ultimate penalty in this 
case. Therefore, I am ordering that he 
spend the rest of his life in prison and 
have no chance of ever getting out. As 

See Clemency Granted, page 4 




Northside Community Seeks 
Shooting of Local Musician 


Justice for 


Over two months after a 
man was shot and killed by 
a Cincinnati Police officer, 
many in Northside are still 
demanding answers. 

t MARK GRAUHUIS 
Staff Intern Writer 

I n the early morning hours of April 18, 
a 911 call was placed reporting a “cut¬ 
ting” at Chase and Georgia Avenues a 
few hours earlier. 40 year-old David Paul 
Hebert, affectionately known as ‘Bones’, 
was named as a suspect. Soon after the 
911 call was placed, Hebert and a com¬ 
panion were apprehended by police. 

According to police statements, 
Hebert removed a switchblade from his 
pocket, “swiped” it, and lunged at offi¬ 
cers. Sgt. Andrew Mitchell then fired two 
rounds into his upper left chest. Officers 
at the scene reported that Hebert initially 
denied having a weapon. 

Just thirteen minutes after the 911 


On a recent visit to Northside, graphic artist Seth Tobocman drew this image of Bones’ death and the community response. 5£TH 


See Northside Seeks Justice, page 6 
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Murder Is Okay? 



M urder. How do you define murder? Do you differentiate murder from kill¬ 
ing? If so, (probably most of us do in some fashion) how do you make the 
discrimination? Far too often in the united states, any time the govern¬ 
ment takes the life of a human at best we label it “killing.” Worse, most of the time 
we use other even more indirect words such as war, or termination or necessary 
consequence or capital punishment. 

Undoubtedly, all of us would agree that murder is evil and wrong. We may 
also agree that ” The problem arises in how we define the word “killing.” Of 
course there are some instances in which one human takes the life of another 
without ever meaning to do so or with no act of malice. An example could be 
wrecking into another car when one’s brakes fail and killing the driver of the other 
car. Sure, perhaps the killer should have done more regular maintenance on her 
or his car, negligence may have been involved, but not malice and therefore in 
this example, the person in question killed another person, but did not murder that 
person. 

What about when the government takes a life (or many lives)- is that simply 
killing? Never within government or popular talk in the united states do we hear of 
the local, state or national government murdering someone. We are taught that 
when this government takes life it is “killing,” it is out of necessity to protect the rest 
of us. Somehow we see these actions as sovereign and unquestionable actions. 
The truth is that governments within the united states are constantly committing 
murder. Be it in war, lack of needed services or capital punishment. 

Capital punishment is murder. We are told that people who murder must be 
“pay for their actions” or “must be irrevocably removed from society to protect the 
rest us and to prevent further murders.” We are also told that capital punishment 
sends a signal to all other people that may potentially murder- that if they do they 
will be killed and therefore most of them chose to not murder- so we are all safer. 

The truth is that capital punishment has nothing to do with deterring murder 
and violence. There is no proof that the state murdering a human prevents others 
from murdering. In fact in some places the taking of life by people other than the 
government has gone up while at the same time the numbers of lives taken by 
the government in that locality have also gone up- hinting at an opposite trend. 
What if “capital punishment” were a deterrent to crime? Would that make a dif¬ 
ference? Would that make it right? Would it make it okay for the state to take life; 
would it then definitely be “killing?” The truth is that when we murder someone 
under the guise of the state and under the term “capital punishment” we are truly 
just taking revenge- and that is malicious. But even beyond that, would it ever be 
okay? We, as humans, have to know our place. We are important and we are 
valuable but none of us is more important or more valuable than the next person. 
And none of us have the capability of choosing when another human should die. 
We simply don’t. None of us is good enough or pious enough or pure enough or 
patriotic enough or anything enough to choose when another person has been 
bad enough to die. To think that you, or I, or 
a governor, or a jury or a judge or a congress 
or a president or any human has the right or 
ability or even collective ability to decide when 
a human should die is centrism, haughtiness, 
selfishness, pretentiousness of the highest and 
foulest accord. This does not mean that when 
an individual or individuals commit murder it 
should not go unpunished- this simply means 
that none of us, on our own or with the agree¬ 
ment of every other living human are put here 
on this earth with the ability and power to 
decide that another human must die. We must 
know our place. 

We must throw off the idea that we are 
worthy of deciding between life and death for 
another human. We must search our hearts- 
we all know murder is wrong. 
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t SUSAN LAKES 

Streetvibes Staff Writer 

Tuesday, June 21, 2011 

11:22 a.m. Homeless coalition director receives 
a call letting him know that some men are offering 
homeless people money in exchange for personal 
information, including their social security number. 

11:24 a.m. Director calls police and walks to Our 
Daily Bread to check it out, Streetvibes photogra¬ 
pher tagging along. They’re told the men left in a 
gray car with Michigan tags. 

12:11 a.m. Tip comes in that the possible scam¬ 
mers are in a alley at Over-the-Rhine Kitchen, so 
director walks there, sees the men and gray car, 
and calls police. 

12:13 p.m. Police arrive on bicycles, in cars and 
on motorcycles and begin questioning four men in 
connection with a possible id theft case that will be 
turned over to the fraud unit of the Cincinnati Police 
Department. 



Potential suspects being questioned by police. 
Photo: Josh Spring 


Tuesday morning, scam suspects were buying 
identities from vulnerable people. An hour later, the 
four suspects were answering questions and watch¬ 
ing their rental car get towed down an alley. 

Speedy team work by a social service worker, 
police, some observant individuals and the execu¬ 
tive director of the homeless coalition resulted in 
the beginning of a fraud investigation into a bogus 
charity and the men who were caught offering vul¬ 
nerable people a small fee in exchange for personal 
information, including their social security numbers. 

Police questioned four men, two with local ad¬ 
dresses and two with Michigan identifications, in an 
alley near Over-The-Rhine Kitchen within an hour of 
getting a report of suspicious activity going on with 
the men and their questionable charity, Heavenly 
Hope, of 150 West 5th Street. 

The men were seen lingering Tuesday morning 
outside Our Daily Bread and talking with some of the 
homeless people who hang out there for meals and 
activities. They offered bottled water, fruit and $5.00 
donations to anyone willing to turn over their name, 
age, address and social security number to the sup¬ 
posed charity. 

The Greater Cincinnati Coalition for the Homeless 
pleads with you to never give your personal 
information away for money. Your identity is far too 
important to your future. 

If you were a victim of such a scam, please call the 
Cincinnati Police at 513-765-1212. 

You should also take the following steps: 

•Contact Social Security at 1-800-772-1213 also www. 
ssa.gov- also check your Social Security records 
•Contact the Federal Trade Commission at 
1-877-IDTHEFT or www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/ 
idtheft 

•Contact the Internal Revenue Service at 1-800-908- 
4490 or www.irs.gov/privacy/article/o...id=186436.00. 
html 

•File an online complaint with the Internet Crime 
Complaint Center at www.ic3.gov 
•Pay attention to your credit reports 

If you would like assistance in completing any of these 
tasks, please come to the Coalition office (117 E. 12th) 
on Wednesday, June 29th between the hours of 1pm 
and 4pm or Wednesday July 6th between the hours of 
1pm and 4pm. Ask for Riccardo Taylor. 
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Clemency Granted 


Continued from page 1 


someone who has experienced sud¬ 
den and tragic loss, I know the pain 
that comes with losing loved ones. 

My prayers go out to the families 
of Diamond Marteen and Terrance 
Richard in the hope that they may 
find peace.” 

Hawkins was indicted for the 
aggravated murders of Richard and 
Marteen in 1989, tried before a jury 
and sentenced to death. He’s been 
behind bars for nearly 22 years. 

Hawkin’s life was spared, but 
had the execution gone on as 
planned, Gerdeman and other anti¬ 
death penalty advocates would have 
been outside the facility, holding a 
prayer vigil. 

“We pray for the warden, the 
execution team, the governor, the 
legislature, the community members 
and both families,” she said. 

If the state proceeds with every 
schedule execution this year, Ohio 
will land second in number of people 
killed, with only Texas having more. 
Thirty-four US states have death 
penalties and 16 do not. Illinois 
repealed its death sentence a few 
months ago, and New Mexico did the 
same in 2009. 

Here is Ohio’s execution sched¬ 
ule as it stands right now, but the 
dates are subject to legal develop¬ 
ments. Clemency proceedings are 
automatic for inmates on death row, 
according to information from the 
governor’s office. The Supreme 
Court of Ohio schedules executions 
after the state of Ohio moves to set 
a date. 

•Kenneth Wayne Smith - Clem¬ 
ency hearing date is June 23, and 
the scheduled execution date is July 
19. 

•Brett Xavier Hartman - Clem¬ 
ency hearing date is July 12, and the 
scheduled execution is August 16. 

•Billy Slagle - Clemency hear¬ 
ing is August 24, and the scheduled 
execution is September 20. 

•Joseph Murphy - Clemency 
hearing is September 15, and the 
scheduled execution date is October 
18. 

•Reginald Brooks - Clemency 
hearing date is to be arranged, and 
the schedule execution date is No¬ 
vember 15. 

Inmates that have been ex¬ 
ecuted since Governor Kasich took 
office include Frank Spisak, Johnnie 
Baston, Clarence Carter and Daniel 
Bedford. 



Judy & Charles Hogan hold a picture of their son Shawn Hawkins. Photo: Jim Luken 


ville where executions take place. 

““The system itself is totally 
broken,” Gerdeman said, adding that 
having a death penalty sentence 
means society is acting out of lowest 
rather than highest instincts. When 
asked if she has some words of 
advice for the governor, she’d tell him 
to support legislation that abolishes 
death sentences. 

Alternatives to death, according 
to Gerdeman, include life in prison 
with parole or life sentences with¬ 
out parole for those individuals who 
would pose dangers if allowed to 
return to society. 

Hawkins status right now is life 
in prison without the possibility of pa¬ 
role. But he maintains his innocence. 
His parents Chuck and Judy Hogan 
said steps are underway to file ap¬ 
peals so that he can be retried and 
eventually set free to return home. 
They believe he’s innocent too. So 
does Gerdeman. 


TOTAL # OF EXECUTIONS SINCE 1976 BY REGION 

SOUTH (_ 

1031) 

MIDWEST ( 149) 

WEST ( 72) 

NORTHEAST @ 


Each time an execution takes 
place, Sister Alice and other anti¬ 

susanlakes@cincihomeless. org 

death penalty advocates hold prayer 

(513) 421-7803 Ex. 12 

vigil time outside the prison in Lucas- 


THE DETAILS: 

To Find Out More Information about anti-death penalty groups, contact 

-Ohioans to stop executions - otse.org@gmaii.com, or call (614) 560-0654 

-Equal Justice USA - www.ejusa.org 

-Murder Victims’ Families forReconciliation-www.mvfr.org 

-Nation Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty- www.ncadp.org 

-Families that Matter- www.ijpc-cincinnati.org 
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SUSAN LAKES 

Streetvibes Staff Writer 


J udy Hogan waited by the phone 
for two days, but the call never 
came. Finally, on day three, a 
Wednesday just a week before her 
son was scheduled to die, the phone 
rang with the news that her second- 
born’s life had been spared. 

“Thank you Jesus,” Hogan recalls 
saying as she wrapped up in a big 
comforter. 


“Saving a life has sunk 
in, and now I just want 
to get him home” 


Shawn Hawkins, 42, a man 
locked up and sentenced to death for 
crimes he maintains he did not com¬ 
mit, was the first death row inmate to 
be granted clemency by Ohio Gover¬ 
nor John Kasich. Hawkins was moved 
from death row into the general 
prison population just days after the 
governor announced the decision to 
commute the sentence to life in prison 
without the possibility of parole. 

Hawkin’s mother and father, 
Charles Hogan, along with friends, 
extended family and anti-death pen¬ 
alty advocates, including members of 
the local group, Families That Matter, 
worked years gathering signatures, 
writing letters and giving talks in sup¬ 
port of Shawn. Many are relieved to 
see that a life was spared, but some, 
including the Hogan’s, want more. 

“Saving a life has sunk in, and 
now I just want to get him home,” said 
Charles Hogan. “It’s a step at a time 
with the appeal to get a new trial.” 

“He’s relieved he’s going to 
live, but it’s different now,” said his 
longtime friend, Ivette Abelman. “It’s 
culture shock for Shawn. (He’s) been 


sort of on an island for 22 years, then 
(he) goes to a place that’s overcrowd¬ 
ed.” 

Abelman began corresponding 
with Hawkins from her home in The 
Netherlands about fifteen years ago. 
She took a month off work to spend 
time with Hawkin’s parents to sup¬ 
port them during the recent clemency 
hearings and outcome. 

People are not sentenced to 
death where Abelman lives, and 
she has difficulty understanding the 
reasoning behind executions. “It’s bar¬ 
baric,” she said. When she heard her 
friend would live, not die, she took a 
big, deep breath. 

Abel can’t imagine what it would 
be like to face death like Hawkins did. 
“When you’re sick and have pain, you 
can prepare,” she said. “But you can’t 
do that when you are healthy.” 

Both Judy and Charles Hawkins 
are grateful the governor sided with 
the unanimous decision of the parole 
board to let their son live, but they’re 
not stopping with seeing him spend 
his life idle and locked away. They will 
continue the fight to have Hawkins 
freed by taking steps for appeals. 

Throughout the two decades of 
wondering whether the next oppor¬ 
tunity to hug her son would be as he 
stood or lay dead in a casket was 
difficult, Hawkin’s parents agreed. 
Judy, who Shawn has always called 
“Mama,” said it was her son who gave 
her strength to carry on. He never 
complained, she said, and spent the 
decades behind bars bettering himself 
through coursework and activities. 

She recalls him telling her to 
never give up, forgive people and 
pray for them and above all, never 
give up your faith in God. 

“He meant it,” said Judy Hawkins. 
Talking with Shawn made it okay.” 

He’d tell her that everybody had to 
meet their maker, and when he meets 
his, he wants the sun to be shining.” 
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Affordable Housing Going Green? 




J.P. DEAN 

Staff Intern Writer 


J ust northwest of downtown Cincinnati 
sits 28 square miles of rolling green 
hills. It’s a suburb with 38% of its land 
classified as forested and 11 % is farmland. 
There’s a lot of green in Green Township 
and soon there’s going to be more afford¬ 
able housing there too thanks to a recent 
arbitration from the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 

HUD’s recommendation came as the 
verdict on a dispute between Cincinnati 
Metropolitan Housing Authority (CMHA) 
and Hamilton County that began over a 
year and a half ago. In October 2009 ac¬ 
cusations were filed against CMHA claim¬ 
ing that it was allowing Green Township 
to avoid adding any new public housing. 
The results of HUD’s investigation were re¬ 
leased in February of this year and earlier 
this month CMHA voted 3-2 to accept a 
Voluntary Compliance Agreement with 
HUD’s decision. The plans are in motion to 
build public housing in the township. 

Of the 22,000 plus units that house 
the population of Green Township only 
28 of them are currently public housing. 
This 0.01 % puts the township far below 
the already low 4% average for Hamilton 
County. The discrepancy has been largely 
attributed to a certain conflict of interest, 
former CMHA board chairman Arnold Bar¬ 
nett is also a resident of Green Township. 
For several years Barnett managed to 
sidestep public housing in his “backyard” 
but now CMHA will comply with HUD’s 


recommendation and add the missing 
housing units that could have been there 
years before. Unfortunately this decision 
is being met with resistance by some 
residents. 

Recent newspaper articles have 
sensationalized fears of rising crime and 
falling house prices that come with the 
usual rhetoric against affordable housing, 
but the most drastic rebuttal to CMHA’s 
decision is a case of “cutting one’s nose to 
spite your face 

.” David Linnenberg, vice chairman 
of Green Township’s Board of Trustees, 
is threatening to withdraw the township 
from grant programs associated with HUD 
to avoid having to add more affordable 
housing in the future. Linnenberg and his 
associates would rather forego millions of 
dollars for roads, parks and other improve¬ 
ments than embrace this opportunity to 
improve the lives of several low income 
families. The board will vote on the issue 
later this month, but the facts seem to be 
getting muddled in the panic that some are 
creating. 

There is some confusion over the 
numbers. HUD has requested a minimum 
of 32 new units but some reports say 68 
new units while other say that it will be a 
new total of 68 once the new units are 
built. Depending on what source you are 
reading the numbers either look modest 
or are made to seem high. According to 
Jessica Powell of the Legal Aid Society 
of Southwest Ohio half of the confirmed 
32 units will be subsidized housing which 
brings the number of public housing units 


down even further. But 
even if 68 new units 
were constructed this 
would still leave Green 
Township consider¬ 
ably below the county 
average for helping 
struggling families find 
affordable housing. 

Despite the fear 
mongering that seems 
to be surrounding the 
CMHA’s choice to build 
the housing units there 
are many in Green 
Township who recog¬ 
nize the positive poten¬ 
tial of this move. When 
interviewed, former 
CMHA board member 
Lacretia Johnson has de¬ 
fended the benefits of affordable housing 
in the area. Johnson and her family cur¬ 
rently live in one of the 28 public housing 
units to be found in Green Township and 
therefore have witnessed firsthand the 
benefits that scattered housing in financial 
secure neighborhoods can provide for 
families seeking to better their lives. 

Legal Aid and others have congratu¬ 
lated CMHA and hope that the people of 
Green Township will see the good in this 
opportunity. 



Green Township Sign. Photo: Lynne Ausman 


THE DETAILS: 

The next Board of Trustees meeting 
will be held on Monday, June 27 at 6303 
Harrison Avenue in Green Township, if 
you want to attend, the public forum is 
held between 5 p.m. and 5:25 p.m. and 
potential speakers are required to fill out 
a speaker card if you wish to address the 
board. 


joumalism@cincihomeless.org 

(513)421-7803 




time friends from his Lehman Brothers 
days Doug Preisse and Robert Klaffky 
now working as lobbyists for the Belterra 
Indiana casinos and employed by Bel¬ 
terra owner Pinnacle Entertainment, are 
overjoyed at news of the ongoing delays.) 
While Ron Brown braves the elements 
and heavy traffic on his bicycle in search 
of a job, Kasich’s current casino commis¬ 
sioners are paid $60K/year to attend one 
meeting a month. 


Chanting for Jobs, 


Not Jails 

t MARK GRAUHUIS & 

SUSAN LAKES 

Streetvibes Staff Writers 

R on Brown, 52, wants a J-O-B, He 
believes so strongly that job creation 
and opportunities for everyone 
is what it will take to curb crime that he 
showed up for a rally long before others 
show up. “People won’t have time to steal 
when they’re working and making an hon¬ 
est living,” he said as he straddled his bike 
on the comer of a protest site. 

Brown pedaled eight miles and ar¬ 
rived at the “Jobs Not Jails” protest three 
hours early, long before about 50 like- 
minded protesters carried signs, shouted 
chants and listened to some organizers tell 
why job growth holds the key to safe and 
vibrant communities. 

“It’s hard enough to get a job when 
you haven’t done something wrong,” 
Brown said. 

The focus of the short protest on 
June 16, near where the new $400 million 
Horseshoe Casino is being built downtown 
Cincinnati, was employment equity for all— 
-including people with felony records. 

Young leaders of the AMOS Project 
descended early on the site, declaring 
the casino a crime scene and marking it 
so with police-style “caution” tape. ‘The 
casino is a crime scene, tax-payers and 
returning citizens are the victims, and the 


Photo: Aimie Willhoite 


perpetrator is the state of Ohio,” 
said Richard Cook, AMOS Project 
leader and member of Christ 
Temple Baptist Church. “It’s a 
crime that people can’t work in 
the casino if they have criminal 
records. It’s another example of le¬ 
gal restrictions that keep ex-felons 
from providing for their families.” 

One of the protesters, Annie 
Campbell, held up a big sign 
that read, “Ex-felons, Know Your 
Rights.” Campbell a member 
of SEIU explained the dilemma 
faced by felons succinctly. “Some 
people still can’t get jobs, even 
years after they’ve done their time 
or had their record expunged.” Jobs Not 

Another protester gave his 
take on why the issue of jobs, not 
jail is important. “Jail time means they paid 
a debt (to society), but we still treat them 
as though they’re not part of society by de¬ 
nying them jobs,” said Robert Richardson. 
The sign he waved said, “Jobs needed 
badly.” 

Job seeker, Jamie Ward knows what 
it feels like to need a job badly. He’s a 
cook, concrete pourer, skilled in carpentry 
and carrier of an OSHA safety certificate. 
Employers still don’t hire him, he said, 
because his record shows felony, but no 
penitentiary number. Ward served jail 
time, but not prison time, he said. Potential 
employers tell him that lack of a prison 
number makes a difference, but they don’t 
tell him why that is. Ward has been looking 
for a job for four years. 

The chanting quieted when Troy 
Jackson, of University Christian Church 
and AMOS Project Director, took the mike 
and spoke of the “transformation” and 
“redemption” ordinary citizens create when 
helping to turn lives around to participate in 
these jobs. “One mistake—a life sen¬ 
tence,” he said, summing up the difficul¬ 
ties felon face in the job search process. 
Ohio must address over 900 collateral 
sanctions, which are legal restrictions that 
ban employment in various sectors or 
make getting a job extremely difficult for 
Ohio’s estimated two million individuals 
with misdemeanor or felony convictions. It 
is significant that the protesters were not 
asking for guaranteed jobs. They just want 
fair consideration for people with old and 


Jail Rally. Photo: Aimie Willhoite 

irrelevant criminal records. 

The booming voices started back up 
when Jackson finished. Passing motor¬ 
ists were told “A working community is a 
safe community” and participants wore 
t-shirts reading “I Need A Job” or asking 
for an end to the Drug War. The demand 
for “Jobs and Justice” were paired in 
spirited fashion with “Faith and Democratic 
Power”, as well as the popular chant: 

“John Kasich, you’re the worst. It’s time to 
put Ohio first.” 

Kasich, who has proposed privatizing 
at least five state prisons, promised during 
his State of the State address to sup¬ 
port giving job opportunities to ex-felons 
while allowing lower-risk felons back on 
the street earlier. In January of this year, 
Kasich chose Gary C. Mohr, who used to 
work at a company that operates private 
prisons, to run the Ohio Department of 
Rehabilitation and Correction. Just last 
month, ACLU of Ohio Executive Director 
Christine Link said privatizing prisons is 
seen as a quick remedy for states looking 
to alleviate budget concerns, but they are 
often more costly to the state in the long 
run. By condemning rehabilitated people 
to unemployment and under-employment, 
no-felon hiring policies will only end up 
increasing the burden on the city’s own 
overloaded criminal justice and public 
welfare systems. 

In addition, Kasich’s indecisiveness is 
causing billions in new investment in Ohio 
to be delayed - along with the relatively- 
high paying construction and casino jobs 
it would create. (No doubt Kasich’s long 


THE DETAILS: 

For more information about the Amos 
Project, contact Richard Cook at (513) 
628- 7004 or lnfo.amosproject@gmail. 
com. 

If you have a criminal record and 
seek advice regarding employment 
visit: http://lasclev.org/wp-content/ 
uploads/2011/05/Understanding-and- 
Sealing-Criminal-Records-in-Ohio.pdf 
You can read more about Fair Hiring 
policy rules at www.ohiojpc.org. 

The Ohio Justice and Policy Center 
published a documentary about a 
client, Gene Mays, profiled in Nov. 1, 
2009, of Streetvibes, and his struggles 
to find employment. Watch the film 
online at: http://vimeo.com/6055716 
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Northside Seeks Justice 


Continued from page 1 



David “Bones” Hebert. Photo submitted: courtesy ofRigel Behrens 


F or friends, family, neighbors, and co-workers of David “Bones” Hebert, the 
events of April 18th and the weeks that have followed have been heart 
wrenching and baffling. Bones, a skinny tattooed drummer in an endless 
stream of Cincinnati punk and rock bands over the past 20 years, was known 
for his easy smile and good-natured mischief making. The life of any party, he 
made friends easily and kept them for life. He loved animals, especially his dog 
Shady, his constant companion to the end. He had no violent criminal record, 
no history of theft, assault, or resisting arrest, was never diagnosed or known 
to suffer from mental illness. He was a man trusted to babysit the children of 
his friends. 

We know that Hebert is one more person who has been injured or killed by 
members of the Cincinnati Police Department. We know that Cincinnati’s his¬ 
tory of police brutality and excessive force is not unique and that this problem 
affects communities throughout the United States. We know that nothing we 
do will change the fact that Hebert is dead, and the finality of Sgt. Mitchell’s ac¬ 
tions—whether found justified or not—can never be undone. But we also know 
that if it happened to Hebert, it could happen to any one of us. 

The outpouring of grief and demands for answers from the community, the 
jazz funeral procession of more than 400 people that marched through North- 
side [on Sunday afternoon, May 1st], the graffiti mural painted in memoriam 
on a wall near the corner of Knowlton and Hamilton Avenue, these must have 
taken the police by surprise. But what would have happened if Hebert had 
been an isolated and rootless man? Would anyone have noticed, much less 
questioned, how and why he was killed? 

Sincerely, 

Friends of David “Bones” Hebert 


call, Hebert was pronounced dead at 
the scene. 

None of the officers were injured. 
Following the shooting, they were 
put on paid administrative leave as 
investigations were conducted by the 
Cincinnati Police Criminal Investiga¬ 
tion Section, Internal Affairs, and the 
Citizen Complaint Authority. 

This is the 23rd time a suspect 
has been killed by a Cincinnati officer 
during a confrontation since 1995. 

Hebert, who was originally from 
New Orleans, had just moved back to 
Cincinnati in November. He worked 
for several years in the kitchen at The 
Comet in Northside and recently at 
NorthSlice Pizza. He initially came to 
Cincinnati decades ago as part of a 
Christian youth outreach group called 
Jesus People USA, and over the years 
he had covered his body in tattoos, 
many of which were a testament to his 
faith in Christ. 

Cincinnati Police District 5 Com¬ 
mander David Bailey and Sgt. Jason 
Voelkerding came to the Northside 
Community Council’s monthly meeting 
at McKie Recreation Center the night 
after mourners gathered to remember 
Bones. The plan was to share infor¬ 
mation about the community’s recent 
crime statistics but the officers had to 
face questions from a group of about 
100 residents about the lethal police 
shooting. 

Many say there is good reason 
to believe that the death could have 
been avoided. Statements released by 
police and city officials have left many 
unanswered questions in the com¬ 
munity. 

Many wonder why Hebert wasn’t 
searched before questioning and why 
one of the many non-lethal weapons 
CPD officers carried could have been 
used, such as a baton or stun gun. All 
four officers that responded said there 
was not enough time to use a non- 
lethal weapon. However, only Mitchell 
had his weapon drawn. Mitchell re¬ 
sponded as back up to the scene and 
had only been on scene for about one 
minute before he fatally shot Hebert. 

Cruiser video released by the Cin¬ 
cinnati Police Department shows that 
Hebert, who has no previous history of 
violence, was still holding the leash of 
his beloved dog, Shady, when he was 
killed. The initial responding officer’s 
cruiser camera was not activated dur¬ 
ing the incident and the released video 
does not show Hebert, only a view of 
the officer. 

Some witnesses claim that Hebert 
wasn’t even standing when he was 
shot. Officers at the scene reported 


that Hebert initially denied having a 
weapon. 

Others wonder if an effort was 
made to save his life after he was shot 
and why his body laid uncovered and 
in full view for more than three hours. 

Mitchell has been investigated 
for use of force before. In 2006, 
Mitchell fired two shots at 22-year-old 
Antonio Harris, a burglary suspect in 
Westwood, after Harris raised a BB 
gun toward the officer. Mitchell was 
exonerated by the Citizen’s Complaint 
Authority. 

Investigations were done twice in 
January 2008 on Mitchell, first when a 
14-year-old died after ingesting drugs 
while in Mitchell’s custody and then 
when he used a stun gun on a high 


school student whom he mistook for a 
robbery suspect. An internal investiga¬ 
tion found that, in at least one case: 
“Mitchell did not follow procedures 
or training. He did not verify there 
was a crime, and didn’t get a suspect 
description.” 

Despite these investigations, 
Mitchell was promoted to sergeant. 

On April 27, 42 people signed up 
to speak at City Hall about the shoot¬ 
ing and many questioned how far the 
city really has come since the 2001 
riots. 

“The community does not want 
this to be something that’s on the six 
o’clock news this evening and then 
falls off the page,” said Liam Dolan, 


who has known Hebert for 15 years. 
“The press conference - I’m glad they 
gave us some sort of information - but 
that’s not enough ... We want every¬ 
thing.” 

The evidence on the scene raises 
many questions because the switch¬ 
blade that police claim Hebert used 
was found in a row of hedges below 
a broken window. Police theorize the 
force of the shot caused the weapon 
to break the window and land there, 
but many residents say that is unlikely. 

The man who called 911 and 
solicited the search for Hebert, 
37-year-old Jason Weller, laughs in his 
emergency call and gave dispatchers 
and investigators different versions 
of his story. He claims he was cut 


and robbed by Weller and a female 
companion. The female companion 
has not been arrested and none of 
the items reported stole were found in 
their possession. Weller disappeared 
shortly after the shooting. 

Police may have been able to 
avoid the shooting if they had re¬ 
sponded to an earlier call. About a half 
an hour before the shooting, 911 re¬ 
ceived a call of arguing and loud noise 
coming from the basement apartment 
of the building that Weller was staying 
in, but police were not dispatched. 

Acting Police Chief Richard Janke 
held a televised press conference on 
the shooting standing alongside City 
Manager Milton Dohoney and Mayor 


Mark Mallory. 

“It was close quarters for very 
rapid action on the part of this sub¬ 
ject,” Janke said in defense of Mitch¬ 
ell’s use of deadly force, despite there 
being several investigations launched 
into the shooting. 

At the chief’s discretion, Mitchell 
went back to work after one week of 
administrative leave. Despite the fact 
that the outcomes of four investiga¬ 
tions are still pending, he is currently 
supervising and patrolling in North- 
side. No efforts were made to inform 
the community of that decision. 

Northsiders have remained strong 
though the tragedy, using creative 
street stencils, posters, and music to 
celebrate the life of Bones. They have 


stood together to demand answers. 

Hebert’s body was laid to rest in 
a private funeral ceremony in New 
Orleans. His family is still seeking an¬ 
swers and awaiting a determination by 
the prosecutor’s office on any charges 
against the officers. 


THE DETAILS: 

For more information visit http://www. 
davidboneshebert.com/. if you have 
information pertinent to this investiga¬ 
tion, please contact the City of Cincinnati 
Citizens’ Complaint Authority at (513) 
352-1600. 



Jazz funeral procession for Bones on Sunday May 1,2011. Photo submitted: courtesy of Rigei Behrens 
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A little bit of heaven 


k 


SUSAN LAKES 

Streetvibes Staff Writer 


little bit of heaven. That’s the way Emma Bushman 
.describes the feeling she gets when the ingredients 
In the oven transform into freshly baked cookies. She 
likes the oatmeal chocolate chip cookies best. Peanut 
butter runs a close second. 

Emma’s twin sister Amy prefers eating snicker 
doodles and sugar cookies because those on the ones 
that smell really, really good when they are cooking. 

Their taste in cookies differs. But there’s two major 
point on which the entrepreneurial-minded young ladies 
agree. Cookie baking is fun stuff and easy to do if you 
have all the necessary ingredients readily on hand, and 
cookies might not turn out very well if you don’t have all 
the right stuff. 

With that in mind, Emma, Amy and their mom, Alison 
Bushman, founded a charity called Bake Me Home. They 
make up little kits that organizations can give to families 
when they move from homelessness into their own 
places. 

Alison Bushman described what’s in the kits, right 
down to the the vanilla powder. “All the families have 
everything they need,” she said. “They get the mix, the 
pan, the bowl, the spoon, the pot holder—and they even 
get toothbrushes and toothpaste to brush after they eat 
the cookies.” 


Families get a $20.00 gift card they 
can use to buy necessary perishables 
like butter and eggs. So between the kit 
and the gift cards, the families have the 
opportunity to experience that “little bit of 
heaven” scent in their new homes. 

A television program focused on kids 
starting businesses inspired the twins 
to start Bake Me Home. “I thought that 
(show) was really cool,” Emma said. She 
thought it was so cool that she posed a 
question to her mom. “Mom. Can kids re¬ 
ally start businesses?” 

Her mom gave an encouraging 
answer. ‘You can do anything you want 
to do.” 

So they did, and now Bake Me 
Home’s rapid growth surprises all three. 
The charity has helped 550 families, and 
now stretches to ten agencies across four 
counties. It’s headquartered in Anderson 
Township, on the eastside of Cincinnati. 

The Bushman twins and the busi¬ 
ness they started three years ago received 
national attention. Amy and Emma were 
named recipients of a $5,000 scholar¬ 
ship from the foundation arm of a major 
corporation. 


THE DETAILS: 

Find out more about Bake Me Home from www.bakemehome or email cookiegirls@bakemehome.com. 



Twin sisters Amy and Emma Bushman founded an award winning not-for-profit 
company that supplies helping agencies make life easier for people who transi¬ 
tion from homelessness to home. Photo submitted: courtesy Alison Bushman 


City says YES! to City Gospel Mission’s New Site 

t MARK GRAUHUIS 
Staff Intern Writer 


• 

City Gospel Mission (CGM), a fixture 
at Elm and Magnolia streets for 50 years, is 
going to relocate. On Tuesday, June 21st, 
with a recommendation in favour of CGM 
coming from the Planning Commission the 
Friday prior, City Hall hosted a meeting to 
hear the pros and cons of the proposed 
new site in the Queensgate area in the 
West End, on the comer of York St. and 
Dalton Av. 

As the presentations and moving 
testimony affirmed, CGM is a place where 
people learn to become good citizens 
and to give back to communities. Here 
the Livable Communities Committee of 
Council heard from those whose lives have 
been changed through and through by this 
crucial and well-respected social service— 
and those who walked through the doors in 
a suffering state and have chosen to devote 
the rest of their working lives to helping oth¬ 
ers in similar situations. In this struggle, as 
one witness suggested, CGM represents 
the best in all of us. 

CGM, which opened in 1924 on Vine 
Street, provides 36,000 nights of shelter 
annually, runs addiction recovery programs 
for men (Exodus) and women (Having the 
Courage to Change), and offers tutoring 
and mentoring services. The non-profit, 
which does not accept government or 
United Way funding, is supported both 
financially and with volunteers from dozens 
of suburban churches, including Northmin- 
ster Presbyterian in Springfield Township. 
The Mission currently has 46 men’s beds 
in Over-the-Rhine. Its women’s program 
offers 46 beds at four locations in Mount 
Auburn. CGM serves breakfast and dinner 
every day of the year in Over-the-Rhine. 
The new site will provide 76 emergency 
beds for men, and 30 beds for Exodus. 

Opposition to the building project was 
represented by a few concerned small 
business owners and their lawyers. Most 
of the businesses in question are industrial 
supply and/or warehouses, with remark¬ 
ably few tenants but fairly heavy traffic. 
Claiming that they “like the neighborhood 
the way it is now,” the opposition argued, 
through an attorney, that the traffic would 
put those attending CGM and the children 
of their employees at risk. (Why those who 
lack affordable housing or have parents in 
the manufacturing industry lack the skills 
necessary to be cautious pedestrians was 
not explained.) The building at 1805 Dalton 
is a former office building for a heating/ 
air conditioning company that has been 
vacant for 10 years. The York Street parcel 
is the former home of a school for disabled 
children run by a social service agency and 
has been empty for six years. The devel¬ 
opers have promised to preserve whatever 
they can of any materials of historic value 
on the site. 

The opposition pointed out that zoning 
laws for the manufacturing district prevent 
“religious assembly” and religious edu¬ 


cation and that these religious aspects 
justify barring CGM from relocating in their 
backyard. While CGM, to the great credit of 
its present leadership, is no longer a “pray 
to stay” shelter, it certainly works to change 
people’s lives on a strong basis of faith. The 
new site will include Exodus Lord’s Gym 
and Lord’s Pantry as well as an impressive 
new shelter that can offer day services and 
programming. Currently, CGM has to turn 
people away once it reaches its currently 
low maximum capacity and during the day 
when it cannot offer consistent program¬ 
ming. 

Despite the opposition’s claim to the 
contrary, finding a new location has been a 
slow and methodical process, having taken 
the better part of 8 years to make a sound 
selection. The Lord’s facilities, the new 
CGM office and transitional housing are 
well within existing zoning laws, although 
the city solicitor has been asked to slightly 
amend the notwithstanding ordinance to 
suit the lessons learned during this process. 

As the meeting proceeded and some 
sat uncomfortably together in their seats, 
certain prejudices and tired misconceptions 
resurfaced, including the idea that Over 
the Rhine is the exclusive and permanent 
territory for a criminal class who refuse 
to live like the ‘rest of us’. (Simply false: 

City Gospel Mission and other shelters 
and housing organisations usually help 
people to find housing within 60 days, and 
resources such as housing vouchers and 
available work continue to end homeless¬ 
ness for among the larger ‘homeless’ 
population outside of the Over-the-Rhine 
community.) In addition, a resulting “rise in 
crime” was made to sound inevitable. One 
private resident of Westwood delivered a 
slightly bizarre testimony that included the 
suggestions that “the homeless” choose 
not to work and CGM’s plan is an example 
of “maiming the strong”. As speakers with 
experience in the issues reminded those in 
attendance, securing employment is not the 
only issue here. CGM’s holistic approach 
addresses bodies and minds that are often 
plagued with misfortunes; it helps people to 
exit homelessness and have sustainable 
living conditions. There is little doubt that 
these people will be better helped by being 
allowed to stay in the shelter during the day 
—when additional health care, addiction 
and job readiness services will be available. 
“We want to get people to an employable 
state,” City Gospel Mission’s Roger Howell 
said. ‘What better economic development 
is there than that?” 

While they continued to speak of some 
mythical generic entity called “the home¬ 
less,” conflated with criminal elements in 
society, it became rather plain that much 
needs to be done to address and mend the 
great disconnect and divisions that exists 
between Greater Cincinnati’s communities. 
Much understanding could be achieved by 
simply visiting and viewing the daily opera¬ 
tions and good works of CGM, and one 
hopes that the concerned small business 


owners will make some concerted attempt 
to know their new neighbours. 

CGM assured the Committee that it 
remains dedicated to preventing loitering 
— as are most folks who work with those 
denied affordable housing — since it does 
not lead to the life-changing transformation 
that the Mission fosters. For this purpose, 
three locations inside the proposed site 
have been set aside for people to sit or 
stand and socialise, and the landscaping 
features include pedestrian walkways, 
increased accessibility (vans, and taxi and 
bus tokens will actually improve upon the 
existing location’s accessibility issues), and 
at least 70 parking spaces on-site. The 
move will require CGM to provide shuttle 
bus service for its clients and residents back 
to other services Downtown and in Over- 
the-Rhine. 

The opposition repeated the fear that 
“women and children” and a “hardworking” 
“business alliance” cannot—should not— 
be around those without affordable hous¬ 
ing. Asmall group of business owners in the 
Queensgate area threatened that “jobs and 
the tax-base” will take flight and businesses 
will move. In response, CGM stated clearly 
that they would never put tenants’ lives in 
danger. Council firmly assured all those as¬ 
sembled that, should the businesses stay 
true to their barely veiled threat and relocate 
elsewhere within the city limits, they will do 
everything in their power to help with the 
moving arrangements. 

Members of the Job Plus network, 
providing their own examples of how 
employers can successfully use local labor, 
challenged the small business owners’ 
notion that business would be hurt. Among 
those who spoke in support of the new 
site was Liza Smitherman, who sits on the 
board of CGM and is no stranger to running 
a small business as president of Brewster 
Pumping, LLC and as VP of Professional 
Development at Jostin Construction, Inc. 
Expert witnesses testified that relocating 
CGM will not negatively effect property 
values. The move is expressly not based 
on political whims or “moving the problem” 
elsewhere, but as a means to provide 
better services all around, as detailed in the 
carefully though-out vision developed by 
CGM for the site. 

The opposition went further and sug¬ 
gested that the city is betraying the promise 
of a “safe and attractive” industrial park and 
making “mom and pop businesses” the 
victims of rushed, hazardous and unsafe 
planning as well as violating the vision 
of the Growth and Opportunities (GO) 
economic development plan. However, 
the Committee assured the opposition that 
there is little to fear from those associated 
with CGM or the homeless population in 
general, provided that the people of Cincin¬ 
nati actively participate in social services 
and recovery programs in order to meet the 
needs of those most in need. With most of 
the opposition having already walked out, 
Council concluded by expressing the will 


to find an amicable arrangement between 
both parties. 

Council member Wayne Lippert, who 
was the only member to vote No, repeated 
the abstract mantra of “safely” — a strategy 
that lacked any specific details as to why 
those without affordable housing should 
pose any threat to the security of workers 
in a manufacturing district. Lippert also 
expressed, without intended irony, his 
preference for the site of an old jail. 

By a bizarre turn in their logic, the few 
small business owners argued that, by 
“teaming up” with Cincinnati Center City 
Development (3CDC), CGM is allied with 
forces bent on destroying neighborhood 
and manufacturing districts across Cincin¬ 
nati. The fact is that it is regrettable that 
3CDC will now own the crucial location 
of the former Mission just a stone’s throw 
from Washington Park. However, while this 
reporter is under no delusions regarding 
3CDC’s explicit profit-driven motives, there 
is no doubt that CGM is moving because 
they desire to empathetically serve more 
people and to create greater amounts of 
successful and sustainable outcomes for 
the community. It seems unlikely that this 
particular relocation will kick-start the drain 
of social-service agencies and poor resi¬ 
dents from Over-the-Rhine and Downtown, 
although the danger remains, making the 
Drop Inn Center’s current location and 
services all the more important to sustain. 

CGM should be commended for 
having taken all the necessary measures 
to ensure that the site benefits the local 
business community as well as addressing 
existing problems with the current location 
of the Mission. They continue to provide an 
exemplary model for how other social ser¬ 
vices might work with the city in dealing with 
the direct causes of economic and social 
hardship. Particularly impressive is their will¬ 
ingness to negotiate an amicable and open 
agreement with Museum Center/ Union 
Terminal (this is important in light of the fact 
that opponents of CityLink have spread lies 
about “sexual predators” being welcomed 
into the West End — utter nonsense, since 
“sexual offenders” are not permitted to live 
in CGM shelters). Museum Center has 
said that security and transport remain 
issues, and received assurance from 
CGM that the new services are not simply 
being “dropped” into Queensgate without 
regard for how to improve the neighbor¬ 
hood. Indeed, the Committee expressed 
an understanding that this is a magnificent 
opportunity to take a bold step forward and 
learn from past mistakes, as well as to sup¬ 
port programming that will directly improve 
Cincinnati communities. 

Wednesday, June 22nd with a seven 
of nine vote (Ghiz and Lippert voting no), 
Council passed the needed Notwithstand¬ 
ing Ordinance in favour of CGM. 


publicrelations@cincihomeless.org 

(513)421-7803 
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The title of this column is taken from the 
1986 film "Little Shop of Horrors," where 
a plant keeper must meet the demands 
of a ravenous plant that feeds on 
humans. Instead of plants that feed on 
people, this column is for people who 
feed on plants!! 


ALMOND, STRAWBERRY, FETA 
6 SPINACH SALAD 


salt 


and 


During the summer as the heat rises I find it difficult to eat a heavy dinner, 
the perfect solution is something fresh from your garden or a local farmer’s 
market. I personally love salads and in particular I love the ability to mix it up 
a bit each time using a variety of ingredients. Here is the first from my fresh 
summer salad series I hope you enjoy! Serving size, 4-5 bellies. 

Ingredients: 


1 bunch spinach, rinsed with stems removed, and chopped in bite size 
pieces 

2 cups leafy romaine lettuce rinsed and chopped in bite size pieces 
2 cups fresh strawberries, sliced 

1 cup sliced almonds 
% cup balsamic vinegar 
% cup extra virgin olive oil 
1 tablespoon chopped garlic 
Vz teaspoon each, salt & pepper 
% cup Feta Cheese 

• In a large bowl toss the spinach and romaine together 

• Layer the sliced strawberries and almonds 

• In a separate small bowl whisk together the vinegar, olive oil, garlic and 

• Drizzle the dressing over the top of the salad 

• Top with feta 


Buying or selling ... 

The Painter Team 



For all your real estate needs, call: 

Michael D. Painter, e-Pro, reos,sfr 513.348.7999 
Candace Kadivnik Painter, crs,abr 513.266.1025 


Painting the town sold ... 
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Join us OTR residents and/or business owners... 
for a picnic in the park 

Due to the closing of the restrooms in 
Washington Park, residents and visitors are now 
without those necessary facilities. The outcome 
has resulted in an upsurge in public indecency by 
using doorways and alleyways for toilet facilities. 

Everyone uses the toilet. Everyone deserves to 
have those facilities available. We as a 
community need to come together to create a 
solution. 

We encourage you to attend this fun-filled public 
picnic event to promote awareness and 
community problem solving. 

This is a family event 
FREE food and beverages 
Live entertainment and performances 
(Including a reading of Taro Gomi's book 
"Everyone Poops"). 

We hope you will attend! 


SATURDAY 
AUGUST13TH 

8:30AM Registration 
9:30AM Walk begins 
11:30AM Reception 



ft I f#III 


FOUNTAIN 
SQUARE jjW 

LIGHTHOUSE 
ON HIGHLAND 


Lighthouse 

Youth Services 


For more info visit: www.lys.org 

Lighthouse Youth Services provides a continuum of services for homeless youth, including Anthony House, a drop-in 
center for homeless youth between the ages 18 to 24. Visiting youth can eat a warm meal, visit the nurse, take a shower, 
and collect clothing and other vital supplies. 

Our drop-in center was visited almost 4,000 times in the past year. The young people served by the program often walk 
miles just to eat a warm meal or visit their case managers, regardless of the weather. 

Proceeds from Walk the Walk will provide the basic supplies - sturdy walking shoes, new socks, bus tokens, etc. - that 
make this daily trek possible. 

Lighthouse on Highland is under construction to become the first homeless shelter for 18 - 24 year olds. It will include 
the current drop-in center and expand to allow up to 28 individuals to stay overnight. Participants of Walk the Walk will 
be among the first to preview the facility, scheduled to open this fall. 


Dissolve Your Marriage 

Dissolution: An amicable 
end to marriage. 

Easier on your heart. 
Easier on your wallet. 

Starting at $500 + court costs. 
Turnaround in 12 hours. 


Bertha Helmick, Esq. 
651-9666. 



TttS 


“Creativity 6 Conscious 
Levels - 

Stacey Smith 

PO Box 14B26 
Cincinnati, OH 45E5Q 
513.209.4596 

wvw.mysooptflKtees.Mm 


Great Books! 
visit 

www.cincybooks.com 
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Mark Twain Was Right: 

Stories from the 2001 Cincinnati Riots and Unrest 

t DAN MOORE 

Author & Illustrator 

• 

M ark Twain Was Right: Stories from the 2001 Cincinnati Riots and Unrest is a soon to be released graphic novel about United States’ first urban uprising in 
the 21st century. 

The story is told in a series of first-person perspectives from people who became intimately involved, from community leaders to random bystanders. 
Tying these narratives together is commentary by the author himself, then a budding radical teenager who finds the urban unrest influencing his life. Drawing on 
interviews and primary resources, a picture is painted of how one kid’s solitary death in a ghetto alley grows to impact every resident of the region. Mark Twain 
Was Right follows the sometimes contradictory and hard-to-comprehend developments from the day of the killing to Thomas’s funeral six days later, including the 
marches, posturing, organizing, brutality, looting, prayer, curfews and analysis that commanded international attention, inspiring ghetto residents and tormenting city 
leaders. 


1 



THE WAS AM0N(r THE 'lOONfr PEOPLE AT THE 

<HtIIAE WHO GOT INTO THE STREETS♦ PROTESTED ♦CAUSED TROUBLE. But 
J p N ow THAT I'M OLDER I KNoW THAT IT IS M JOB K> NEGOTMTF 
u,th CITY LEADERS. BY DOING THIS IT MAY BE A WAY To PREVEV 
W -30 TEARS DOWN THE UNE-THE YoiWO BROTHERS IN THE STREETS 
5# HMUIfr TO Mtf,OTIA1E UK CT NOW;- U 


THERE'5 WOTHING good GOING- TOCOMI 
iiic a I oT OF INNOCENT PEOPIF ARF 
JT + IT'5 M°T (zOlA/fr TO BRING MY 5i>N BAOC 


X UUDER5UV0 PEOPLE Are UPEft, gur THIf 
If NOT THE SOLUTION. 


AS GRWPS MARCHED THROUGH 
DOWNTOWN SOME «0OPS LEFT A 
path of OEfUHLTION.MOU NOTA0LY,- 
DNE &M>UF THREW CBMRf IWTO 
CINCINNATI I LOMU. FOUNTAUI 
contain few ARE. \^d I 


Ertruntf of o.Wiii 

FURNITURE 


THIS IS THE ONLY WAY TO 6ET THEIR ATTENTION- 
WE'VE ASKED f WE'VE A5W0«WE'VE ASKED- WE'RE 
^ NOT OOlNfr To ASk ANYMORE. 


DESfITF THE POLICE'S ATTEMPTS,SMALL GROUPS OF PROTESTORS GOT 

AROUND P6UCE LINES ♦ MARCHED THROUOH DOWNTOWN. 


Regardless of the motives of 
those who participated, there is 
no doubt that violence and proper¬ 
ty destruction played a large role 
in forcing many people who were 
indifferent to the frustrations of 
the black community to pay atten¬ 
tion. The following excerpt from 
Mark Twain was Right highlights 
the debate that raged about the 
role of property destruction and 
violence as a protest tactic. 


the details: For more information about the complete graphic 
novel Mark Twain Was Rjghl email cincinnatiriotsbc mail, 
com for information and updates about the release of the com¬ 
pleted novel. 


One reason why the week after 
Timothy Thomas's death caught so 
much attention throughout the country 
was because of the property destruc¬ 
tion and violence that occurred. Many 
people were divided between those who 
saw the violence either as an extension 
of the social frustration or as opportu¬ 
nistic. 
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41 Shots 

t SETH TOBOCMON 

Author & Illustrator 

• 

Cleveland, Ohio native Seth Tobocman is an artist and graphic novelist working out of New York City where he is actively involved in his community. Tobocman 
teaches at the New York School of Visual Arts. His Books include: War in the Neighborhood: You Don’t Have to Fuck People Over to Survive : World War 3 
Illustrated 1980-1988 : Disaster and Resistance: Portraits of Israelis and Palestinians : Three Cities Against the Wall World War 3 Illustrated : Confrontational 
Comics . He is the founding editor of World War 3 Illustrated. His magazine publications include: Heavy Metal, The Village Voice, Tikkun, Maximum Rock n’ Roll, 
The New York Times, Internazionale and The Nation. 

1000 PEOPLE 

* wwv ASKING. 




48 hows 

* 11 F=C>R ICE 

w TO E vv 



THREE 




41 BULLET* IN THE BRONX 







FROM 

19 HOLES IN AMADOUMALLo. 


On February 4, 1999 Amadou Diallo, 
a 23-year-old Guinean immigrant, was 
shot and killed by four plain clothed 
New York City police officers. The 
shooting of Diallo, who was unarmed, 
in a barrage of 41 bullets outside his 
apartment in the Soundview section 
of the Bronx led to mass demonstra¬ 
tions against the police, including huge 
rallies outside police headquarters in 
which celebrities and well-known New 
Yorkers were among more than 1,000 
people arrested. Mayor Rudolph W. Gi¬ 
uliani reacted with a vigorous defense 
of the police force. All four officers 
were later acquitted at trial in Albany, 
New York. 

Summary by J.P. Dean. 


the details: For more information about Seth Tobocmon’s work, in¬ 
cluding his newly released book UNDERSTANDING THE CRASH. visit 
www.sethtobocman.com. 
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A Day in the Life 


t 


O verwhelmed, I address the 
day! Ah! Sounds like a line 
from a distressed position. 
Well, let’s say that, that is 
subject to interpretation. 

Street life is in and 
of itself a stressful and 
unpredictable way of 
living, without rewards 
or guarantees it is the 
reality of many people. 

The order of the day is 
one of disarray, yet it 
has it’s structure, the 
flow is not routine, yet, 
desires are filled and 
missions accomplished! Sounds dis¬ 
torted I suppose? Well, the certainty 
of distortion is the starting point of 
each and everyday in the life. So, 
let’s take a look at a day in the life. 

As the sunrises so shall I! Up 
and moving before the birds start 
their ritual morning call I am look¬ 
ing for a line to stand in, to receive 
one of the services I’ll surely need 
before the day ends. Everything 
from a shower to a meal has to be 
concluded before I can call this day 
a success, so I take on that old so 
familiar shuffle, hurrying to be first in 
the line. Hesitations, or procrastina¬ 
tions result in setbacks; your survival 
and welfare depend on being timely. 

So, one would think that in being 
homeless, or a street person as I 
prefer, that life has to be easy! Well, 
of course we have the usual pains 
and pleasures, the ups and downs 
like every other group, yet there is 
much more to it than just having a 
place to rest your head or a bowl to 
eat from. It’s about surviving! Ah! 
Again that idea of interpretation 
comes into play, we have to under¬ 
stand from whose point of view are 
looking. Having that understanding 
of what makes for success in the 





RICCARDO TAYLOR 

Staff Writer 


street is open to interpretation. For 
as many individuals who live the 
lifestyle there are that many inter¬ 
pretations. 

A single 
day can 
make the 
difference 
between 
success and 
failure in 
the struggle 
for survival; 
therefore, 
one has to 
be mindful 

of where they want to be and where 
they are headed. And last but not 
least, where do we want to be tomor¬ 
row. 

A day in the life starts out 
typically. A thousand and one ideas 
running through your mind trying to 
determine what is the best option for 
a little relief? Now we have the nec¬ 
essaries that we have to prioritize, a 
few dollars in my pockets, a shower, 
or a meal, in what order are they 
needed? Well, let’s see. The few 
dollars can take me much farther, so 
I need to go to work. Again we do 
have some options, but I think that 
money is always the top priority, so 
by the end of the day I have a plan! 

I need to work today, so upon 
awakening at the chirping of the 
birds, I am off to the labor hall. It’s 
first come first served; if you will, so 
I standing in line at a quarter to five. 
After I am signed in I can take that 
bathroom break to freshen up. Tout¬ 
ing my shoulder bag, which contains 
all my worldly possessions and is 
apart of my dress, I can prepare for 
the day. A quick washing of hands 
and face allows me to be present¬ 
able on the job. I have a sense of 
appreciation; getting this opportunity 


to get in a days work, will 
allow me to access the few 
things I need for comfort 
and give me a start tomor¬ 
row. So I spend the day 
laboring for minimum wage! 

Well, it’s like I always say, 
if you don’t work you don’t 
eat! 

By the end of the work¬ 
day I am tired and hungry! 

It was at the break of dawn 
that I started this day and 
now it’s after six in the 
evening; a productive one 
in the sense that I did get 
to make a few dollars, ah A 
few dollars indeed! Gener¬ 
ally by this time all I can 
think of is a bit to eat and 
somewhere to lay my head. 

A few dollars indeed! After 
all the taxation and rental 
fees for equipment I have a 
total of twenty -eight dollars 
and extremely tired feet! I 
have to be both frugal and 
mindful with this payment, as I don’t 
know when I’ll have the chance, or 
opportunity to spend a whole day at 
work again. I just have to keep with 
the flow, and do as needed when I 
can. All told I can say that today was 
a success, although it didn’t change 
much in my life circumstance, how¬ 
ever I can feel pretty good when I lay 
down with these few dollars know¬ 
ing I have a start for tomorrow. Ah, 
tomorrow! Another day in the life! 

Yeah, well we will just have to 
wait and see what tomorrow truly 
brings. One thing is for sure it will 
be totally different from today. Same 
destinies, options and results; life’s 
expectations, we shall do it again 
just using another way for getting 
there. 



Riccardo Taylor. Photo: GCCH 


riccardotaylor@cincihomeless.org 
(513) 421-7803 Ex. 15 


Distributing Hope & Good News 


>LEE MCCOY 

Contributing Writer and Streetvibes Distributor 



Lee McCoy. Photo: Paul Davis Photography 


M 


| y name is Lee McCoy. What 
I used to be would shock 
most people; I should have 
been dead quite a few times over 
during the 41 years when all I knew 
was jail, getting high, selling drugs 
and running drugs by trick or trade. 
That was the way of life for me back 
then, but now I am 59 years young 
thanks to the Lord. 


But 

today let’s 
talk about a 
different Lee 
McCoy. I’m 
still a distrib¬ 
utor on the 
streets, but 
now I sell 
Streetvibes 
and deliver 
some hope 
and good 
news, not 
only to my 
customers, 
but also to 
myself. For 
a little over 
two years I 
have had a 
purpose in my 
life and two 
big plusses. Firstly, I like meeting 
people and talking to people. Sec¬ 
ondly, Streetvibes is a supplement 
to fix an income, so do the math and 
you’ll see it make Lee McCoy tick. 

I am also a member of the 
Homeless Congress and interact 
with different organizations. My peer 
project is the Cold Shelter where I sit 


on the board and work with the finan¬ 
cial planning. I am still new to this, 
almost like a baby to it, but I’ve never 
been a quitter, so despite challenges 
I’m going to stick with it. Like a child 
learning something for the first time I 
take my steps one at a time and I get 
better at what needs to be done. 

I have been homeless too many 
times to list them all. I might not have 
everything I want but now I have a 
roof over my head; all my praises go 
to God and I am content. 

Last year I took photos for the 
2011 Day-by-Day calendar project 
and now I am taking new ones for 
the 2012 calendar. I hope that you’ll 
love my picture for the 2012 one as 
much, or if not more, than the one 
that appears in this year’s calendar. 

I also write and contribute regu¬ 
lar articles to Streetvibes. Ten have 
been published so far to my credit 
and I have one editorial. The inspira¬ 
tion for my writing has come from 
my faith in God, so if He is willing 
I shall write some more. Coming 
to a paper near you soon will be 
my twelfth piece, look out for it in a 
couple of weeks. But for now, “That’s 
all Folks!” 


Praying Mom 

t 


E. HAYDEN 

Contributing Writer 


I was in Ralph’s court¬ 
room waiting my turn, 
you know? That is what 
us felonies do, well and pray 
that he is in a good mood; I was 
thinking that he looks too bored 
to be a judge. Why is he here? 

I bet he would like to say to half 
of them that are trying to explain 
what happen, just shut up and 
go to jail. 

This lady was sitting in 
front of me; she had a book on 
her lap that read Law and The 
Courtroom on the front of it. 

I said to myself, ‘cause that’s 
what bi-polar people do, we 
talk to ourselves, the ones that 
answer themselves are the 
ones you have to watch out for, 
“That’s a praying sis.” You know 
the ones; they don’t start the car 
until they pray. Or they wake up 
in the middle of the night and 
they know something is wrong 
in the family. Instead of calling 
around, they drop to their knees 
and start praying. They really 
do have a look about them, like 
don’t mess with me, I have a 
personal phone line to God. 

Anyway, the bailiff brings in 
this young boy about 20 or 22 
years of age and this lady goes 
stands beside him. I’m thinking 
where is his lawyer? Aren’t you 
supposed to have a lawyer to 
see a judge? Then it hits me, 
okay I’m slow, she is his mother. 
I look at this lady with the law 
book in the front of her and the 
Lord got her back and I think 
that child is going to be alright. 
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Lessons In Being Good/ 
Bad Neighbors 

% STEPHEN SNOW GENTRY 

* Contributing Writer 

U ntil very recently, I briefly and barely followed the Anna 
Louise Inn saga. Because I believe in and have great 
respect for Cincinnati Union Bethel’s mission and the 
rewards reaped through the success of the services that they 
provide, I expected the storm to blow OVER!!” 

However, a letter to the editor (The Cincinnati Enquirer, 
June 5,2011 - Western and Southern covets property - Elizabeth 
Brown) brought absolute clarity. Western and Southern has 
begun to display true “addictive behavior.” They want what they 
want... right NOW, by any means necessary! 

When their initial “offer” to buy the property was refused, 
a series of strategic attacks against the Inn’s management, 
residents, as well as, current and proposed services surfaced. 
Western and Southern has even attempted to gain the sympathy 
of its neighbors by playing “the crime card” and placing little value 
on the lives of certain human beings. 

According to W & S officials the Inn’s programs are “... 
out of character, “ not in keeping with their plan to attract, “... 
decision makers” to the area. They, also, envision making the 
neighborhood “...a real community.” 

Are these meant to be well meaning comments 
and observations about the current and potential program 
participants? What view does W & S have about the program 
residents who have coexisted in the neighborhood for over a 
century? 

Their effort has culminated in a lawsuit against the city, 
the Inn, Cincinnati Union Bethel and two city employees: Amit 
Ghosh, the city’s chief building officer and Margaret Wuerstle, 
the city’s zoning hearing examiner. It claims that the named 
parties failed to conduct proper “... reviews to make certain the 
social service agency conforms to the city’s zoning, permitting 
and licensing regulations.” 

In an e-mail dated January 21, 2011, Michael J. 
Laatsch, Vice President of Public Relations & Corporate 
Communications, Western and Southern Group questions “... 
the best way for that work (non-profit social service) to be carried 
out that creates the most benefits for our community?” Would 
“... an expensive,taxpayer funded renovation of the current 
A L I do serious harm to the efforts to revitalize the Lytle Park 
neighborhood and threaten the creation of hundreds of jobs and 
millions in tax revenue?” 

The answers to both questions lie in the systematic 
attitude of exclusion. To suggest that expansion of A LI services 
“... may be unsuitable,” is akin to putting the wagon ahead of the 
horse. 

Yes, the A L I facility was originally intended to be a 
temporary residence for single working women. “ It is now 
providing additional services to many with mental health issues, 
prostitutes and homeless families seeking shelter or (and, in 
most cases) to turn their lives around.” These PEOPLE are 
individuals in need of assistance and support as a direct result of 
the dismal economic times we are experiencing. 

I can think of no better use of “... these taxpayer dollars” 
when I mirror this expenditure against the tax abatements and 
renovation dollars for the Phelps Apartments. Are my tax dollars 
being well spent paying to defend against a frivolous lawsuit 
aimed at property OWNED by my neighbor? 

To suggest that Cincinnati Union Bethel should invite 
Western and Southern to the table to make decisions about their 
property is ludicrous. Is this something that W & S would do? I 
THINK NOT!! 

I see different players with the same face, that of exclusion 
and segregation. You Western and Southern lend credence to 
the saying “... NOT in MY backyard.” 


Intern-nal Thoughts on the 
Death Penalty 


t J.P. DEAN 

Staff Intern Writer 

UAn eye for eye, and a tooth for a 
tooth” seems to be the dominant 
ideology in the justice system of 38 
states in the union where the death 
penalty is still legal. “Let the punishment 
fit the crime,” is the sentiment of 64% 
of Americans polled last year by Gallop 
who approve of capital punishment in 
the case of murder. It would seem that 
a steep majority of people think that 
the threat of execution is the means of 
preventing people from murdering each 
other, but in all these years this tactic 
to protect the public does not seem to 
work; people still kill other people in 
each one of those 38 states. 

As with a large number of things in 
the United States the death penalty is 
perceived as being somehow inevitable 
or even natural; that’s just the way it’s 
done, always has, always will... for 
a nation founded on progressive ide¬ 
als about human rights, it frequently 
finds itself slow to accept the possibility 
of doing things another way. Of all the 
economically developed nations on the 
planet, Japan is the only other country 
where the death penalty is still used. 
The countries of Europe, Canada, Rus¬ 
sia, Australia, New Zealand, Mexico, 
and others do not use execution as 
means of legal punishment against its 
citizens, but here a “majority” of people 
think that it is acceptable for a nation to 
terminate its own people under certain 
circumstances. It baffles me. 

A couple of months ago, after living 
in sin with the United States for last 16 


years, I finally went ahead said my mar¬ 
riage vows to the country and became a 
citizen. Prior to being a permanent resi¬ 
dent (aka legal alien) I lived and grew up 
in Britain where the last execution was in 
1964 and where guns are near nonexis¬ 
tent outside of the military (another con¬ 
cept that blows some people’s minds in 
this country). As a young lad in England, 
the idea of my country killing me was 
as foreign and crazy a concept as most 
folks in this country would feel about the 
idea of public stoning for adulterers or 
cutting the hand off a thief. Admittedly 
the absence of the death penalty in 
Britain has not eradicated murder there, 
but nor has it resulted in an outbreak of 
mayhem these last 47 years; actually 
the murder rate in Britain is considerably 
lower than the United States. But per¬ 
haps my bias against the state commit¬ 
ting murder against a murderer is merely 
a result of this Anglo-centric upbringing. 

Some readers, both the progres¬ 
sive who regularly buys this paper and 
the conservative who loves to hate this 
paper are probably puzzled as to why I 
stick around in a country to which I seem 
so critical. Even though it got a shaky 
start and has an ugly history, the United 
States was founded on progressive ide¬ 
als about liberty and social justice, but 
the development of the country did not 
end with the drafting of the Constitution. 
America needs its liberals to continue 
the work. Freedom and justice do not 
have to be maintained through the threat 
of death. There is more power in forgive¬ 
ness and redemption, but it’s not easy. 

But those are just my thoughts, so 
let’s end with another saying, “An eye for 
eye leaves the world blinded.” 


The Understanding 

^ /VILLA DENISE JONES 

• Contributing Writer and Streetvibes Distributor 

U nderstanding today about life and its meaning have come a very 
long way with me. I had to come into the understanding that there 
was nothing outside myself that could make my life better! I had to 
understand that I have a choice. To know that I was no longer incarcerated by 
my own being and no longer restricted by my own soul! I could either come 
into the realization that to live is right now because death is inediable!! 

We as adults can never forget that growing up as children everything was 
external. As children we were nothing more than human sponges!! Therefore 
whatever the adults in our childhood fed us, we trustily ate. I believe that’s 
what they fed us became out internal instincts. 

Through my growing school, jail, being homeless, I eventually came to 
the understanding ofthe meaning of choice. I had to understand that there 
is none other like me, only I could make the changes necessary to allow 
my uniqueness to shine. For I am unique! One of a kind! Understandingmy 
uniqueness, understanding I have choices in this world only justified my 
decision to live and not die! 

These realizations seem to wake up my self esteem and many 
positive aspects for me. I Suddenly remembered that I did go to church, I 
remembered some of the best teaching of the bible whether it was about 
Moses or Mohammand. My understanding of life today is G.O.D. meaning 
Good Orderly Direction!! 

I understand today that to live now is my only necessity, for why kill myself 
or commit suicide when death for all is a sure thing. It’s gonna happen! To live 
is a job and I take it on with great pride. Keep in mind that you are the most 
important one and to know your size, your height, your weight, Hair color and 
so forth is what makes you. So my meaning is my understanding that: 

I Am Unique 
I Am Blessed 

I Am Living Until Death Do Me Part 
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Meetup: P-A-U-L 

t JIM LUKEN 

Contributing Writer 


Farm life and city life collided in a 
heated but friendly board game meet 
up recently at Canticle Cafe, located in 
Over-the-Rhine. 

Over-the-Rhine’s own Paul 
Deibold, a guy who totes around a 
little two minute egg timer and his own 
worn copy of “The Official Scrabble 
Dictionary,” squared off against Iowa’s 
own Linda Gent. Gent, a farm person, 
who spent some time in Over-the- 
Rhine as part of a mission trip. 

It was probably the most un¬ 
usual interview I have ever conducted. 

I had gone to the Canticle Cafe a week 
earlier to do a story about the undis¬ 
puted Scrabble champion of Over-the- 
Rhine. When I arrived, I found that, in 
an intense game, still in progress, the 
champion was being un-crowned. Per¬ 
haps “over-worded” might apply better 
to a Scrabble Jam. 

But I had tried to meet up with 
Paul Diebold since I first heard him 
speak at the opening of the Jimmy 
Heath House in November. 

“Everyone has a story,” Paul 
had said during his remarks to the 
gathered crowd. I was certain he was 
correct. Thus this column was born. 
This reporter has yet to interview a 
downtowner who doesn’t live up to 
Diebold’s assertion. 

When I met him a week later, 
at the same place, it didn’t seem to 
matter to Paul that he was no longer 
unbeaten. This time he was playing 
Scrabble with a woman from the far-off 
farming town of Washington, Iowa. I 
could see that the only way I would get 
my story was to interview them both 
during the game. So while the one 
player was determining her/his next 
word. I asked a question or two of the 
other player. [I hope both of them for¬ 
give me if I have gotten a few of their 
Scrabble words wrong], 

Linda Gent had come to OTR 
with a group of six teenage girls from 
her parish in Iowa. The young women 
were spending the week by involving 
themselves in inner city projects set up 
by Franciscans for the Poor. On this 
day, the girls were serving donuts and 
desserts to clients of the St. Francis 
Seraph Ministries in the pleasant sur¬ 
roundings of the Canticle Cafe. They 
had spent the morning house cleaning 
the entire room from top to bottom. 
[Paul inserts the word “Quag”]. 

Now Paul is free to talk. He is 55 
years old, and has been homeless off 
and on since the mid ‘90s. He lived 
on the streets for eight months, but 
then found a place at the Jimmy Heath 
House. He makes no bones about 
telling Linda his opponent about his al¬ 
coholism. “Just beer,” he says. “When 
I drink the hard stuff I really go crazy. 
Alcohol is the hardest drug in the world 
that I know of to get off of.” [Linda 


plays the word “Zin.” 

These two are really 
serious!] 

While Paul 
is thinking, Linda 
explains that in 
their rural commu¬ 
nity, there is some 
poverty, but not 
much awareness of 
homelessness. “Be¬ 
ing here, all the girls 
have a new percep¬ 
tion about what poor 
people are like,” she 
says. “It’s very good 
for us to be here.” 

[Paul tells her he 
appreciates what 
she is saying, as 
he places the word 
“Ion”]. 

Paul explains to 
me that he has been 
a roofer on and off 
for most of his life. 

He shattered his hip 
a number of years 
ago in a fall from a 
roof he was working 
on. The leg was put 
back together poor¬ 
ly, and he must now 
use a crutch. He 
finally got approved 
for government 
assistance through 
SSI and hopes to 
have a leg operation 
soon.[Linda plays 
the word “Pagan”] 

She describes 
herself and a “farm 
wife” and mother, 
with a part-time 

job as the parish youth minister. She 
loves farm life on the 800 acre place 
she calls “smallish.” [Paul explains to 
her that in Scrabble each letter of the 
alphabet is considered a word and its 
plural can also be a word. So he adds 
an “S” onto an “R” and then extends 
six letters down from the “S,” forming 
“Swindle.” A seven letter word, earn¬ 
ing him 76 points. No wonder he’s the 
(former) champ!] 

He tells us that he was one of the 
first people selected for the new Jimmy 
Heath House on Odion Street. “Life is 
so much better now,” he says. “At the 
beginning, there wasn’t much commu¬ 
nity. Now there’s a sense of connect¬ 
edness among the 25 residents. We 
have meetings. We have cookouts on 
Sunday.” He tells Linda that, in order to 
get an apartment at the Jimmy Heath 
House, you have to be able to prove 
that you are chronically homeless and 
a documented alcoholic. “None of us 
started out homeless,” he points out. 

“ Once you dig yourself so deep, it’s 

hard to 
get out.” 


Over-the-Rhine Scrabble enthusiast, Paul Diebold, faces an Iowan visitor Linda Gent in a friendly Scrabble meet up at 
Canticle Cafe. Photo: Jim Luken 


Sarah/Center 

HELPING WOMEN HELP THEMSELVES 


We serve as a creative outlet 
for women in need to 
uncover their talents and 
build relationships while 
making and selling jewelry, 
quilts, and other handcrafted 
items. We provide a 
welcoming environment and 
continuous support-our 
women do the rest. They are 
our voice. They are our 
mission. They are our Sarah 
Center. Artists receive 50 % 
from the sale of their items, 
while the rest goes towards 
materials and other support. 

1618 Vine Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 


For more information visit www.sfoutreach.org 


[Linda plays 
“omen.” I 
can see 
she un¬ 
derstands 
that there 
is some¬ 
thing much 
more than 
a game of 
Scrabble 
going on 
there at 
the corner 
cafe]. 

I ask 

Linda about 
the “Tao” 


cross she is wearing. She says they 
are staying at a Franciscan place in 
St. Bernard, called the “Tao House.” 

All the girls were given the famous 
Franciscan cross to wear. [Paul plays 
the word “hoarded.” ] 

I ask Paul to tell us the best thing 
in his life right now. He pauses for a 
moment, then, almost shyly, he says, 

“I have a new girlfriend. We had a 
rough time over the winter. She got 
kicked out of the [Drop Inn Center] 
because of me. Now she has a place 
of her own. Every day we get closer 
and closer.” He is almost beaming. 
“Now life is so easy. I love her. At first 
she was shy. I make her laugh. She’s 
funny.” 

It’s closing time at the cafe. One 
of the teenagers brings donuts around 
for one last chance. Linda adds her 
final letter to the board. The game 
has ended just in time. She tallies the 
score. 309-261. Ohio over Iowa, sort 
of. Both players states agree it was a 
fun match, despite the intrusions of the 
reporter. We say our thank-yous and 
prepare to leave. 

But Paul isn’t ready. He’s as much 
a storyteller as Scrabble player, and 
he tells me he has one more story to 
share It’s a kind of Father’s Day story. 
He was hoping to tell it on the Bill Cun¬ 
ningham radio show earlier in the day, 
but had been cut off. 

He says it is about reconciliation, 
and a hard kind of redemption. We go 
outside. In the bright sunlight, at the 
corner of Liberty and Vine, Paul talks 
and I write. 

“My Mom was very smart. She 
grew up in Ashland, Kentucky, and all 
through school, each year, she got 
the award for being the best student. 
All twelve years. Then she got schol¬ 
arships to Mt. Saint Joe and then 
Thomas More. She was valedictorian 
twice. And she was so nice. She vol¬ 


unteered for March of Dimes and a lot 
of other things. 

“She died suddenly when she was 
51.1 blamed my Dad. He was a mean, 
drinking, fighting cuss. Sometimes he 
drank a fifth every day. We had a fall¬ 
ing out. It was right after she died, and 
we spent the afternoon together. He 
was drinking heavily, and I would drive 
around the block every now and then 
and smoke a joint, ‘cause he hated 
pot. 

“I was bummed out. Everybody 
was bummed. She had just died. Dad 
started telling me stuff about my Mom. 

I didn’t need to hear it. I knew he was 
doing it just to piss me off. He was try¬ 
ing to piss me off! 

“So I walked inside, and he was 
following right behind me. I had this 
coffee cup in my hand. I was so mad. 

I turned around and I was going to 
swing it at him, smash him in the face. 
But there on the counter was his next 
glass of whiskey. And there was this 
chandelier right above it, and it made 
that glass of whiskey kind of glow, you 
know. It looked almost beautiful, shim¬ 
mering there, catching the light. 

“It was all so symbolic. I was mad 
at the whiskey, not at him. So I took 
my cup and smashed it against that 
glass. It shattered in a thousand piec¬ 
es. Some of them flew into his eyes. 
He had just had cataract surgery, and 
he was hurt and bleeding. I helped get 
to the hospital. It wasn’t him. It wasn’t 
him. It was the whiskey. 

“So we had this falling out. It 
lasted years. But I was lucky. Not long 
before he died at 71,1 went to see him 
and we had this reconciliation. I’m glad 
we did.” 

So Paul Diebold didn’t get to tell 
his story on raido. So the Scrabble 
champ told it to you, the readers of 
Streetvibes. 
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Shelter: Women and Children 


Central Access Point 381-SAFE 

Cincinnati Union Bethel 768-6907 

300 Lytle Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Bethany House 557-2873 

1841 FairmountAve, Cinti, Ohio 45214 
Grace Place Catholic Worker House 681-2365 

6037 CaryAve, Cinti, Ohio 45224 
Salvation Army 762-5660 

131 E. 12th Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
YWCA Battered Women’s Shelter 872-9259 


Shelter: Men 


City Gospel Mission 241-5525 

1419 Elm Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Justice Watch 241-0490 

St. Fran/St. Joe Catholic Work. House 381-4941 
1437 Walnut Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Mt. Airy Shelter 661 -4620 

Shelter: Both 


Anthony House (Youth) 961-4080 

2728 Glendora Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45209 
Caracole (HIV/AIDS) 761-1480 

1821 Summit Road, Cinti, Ohio 45237 
Drop Inn Center 721-0643 

217 W. 12th Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Interfaith Hospitality Network 471-1100 

Lighthouse Youth Center (Youth) 221-3350 

3330 Jefferson, Cinti, Ohio 45220 


Housing: 


CMHA 721-4580 

Excel Development 632-7149 

OTR Community Housing 381-1171 

114 W. 14th Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Tender Mercies 721-8666 

27 W. 12th Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Tom Geiger House 961-4555 

Dana Transitional Bridge Services 751-0643 

Volunteers of America 381-1954 

Anna Louise Inn 421-5211 


Food/Clothina 

Lord’s Pantry 621-5300 

OTR/Walnut Hills Kitchen & Pantry 961-1983 

OTR: 1620 Vine Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Walnut Hills: 2631 Gilbert, Cinti, Ohio 45206 
Our Daily Bread 621-6364 

1730 Race Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 


St. Francis Soup Kitchen 535-2719 

Churches Active in Northside 591-2246 

4230 Hamilton Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45223 
FreeStore/FoodBank 241-1064 

112 E. Liberty Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Madisonville Ed & Assistance Center 271-5501 
4600 Erie Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45227 
Serves area codes: 45226, 45227, 45208, 45209 
St. Vincent de Paul 562-8841 

1125 Bank Street, Cinti, Ohio 45214 

Treatment: Men 

Charlie’s 3/4 House 

2121 Vine Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 

Prospect House 

682 Hawthorne Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45205 

Starting Over 

Treatment: Women 


First Step Home 961-4663 

2203 Fulton, Cinti, Ohio 45206 

Treatment: Both 

AA Hotline 351-0422 

CCAT 381-6672 

830 Ezzard Charles Dr. Cinti, Ohio 45214 
Joseph House (Veterans) 241-2965 

1522 Republic Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Hamilton County ADAS Board 946-4888 

Recovery Health Access Center 281-7422 

Sober Living 681-0324 

Talbert House 641-4300 


Advocacy 


784-1853 

921-1613 

961-2256 


Crossroad Health Center 381-2247 

5 E. Liberty St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Health Resource Center 357-4602 

Homeless Mobile Health Van 352-2902 

McMicken Dental Clinic 352-6363 

40 E. McMicken Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Mental Health Access Point 558-8888 

Mercy Franciscan at St. John 981 -5800 

1800 Logan St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 
NAMI of Hamilton County 458-6670 

PATH Outreach 977-4489 


Other Resources 


Center Independent Living Options 
Emmanuel Community Center 
1308 Race St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Peaslee Neighborhood Center 
214 E. 14th St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Franciscan Haircuts from the Heart 
1800 Logan St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Goodwill industries 
Healing Connections 
Mary Magdalen House 

1223 Main St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 
People Working Cooperatively 
The Caring Place 
United Way 

Women Helping Women 
Off The Streets 


241-2600 

241-2563 

621-5514 

381-0111 

771-4800 

751-0600 

721-4811 

351-7921 

631-1114 

211 

977-5541 

421-5211 


Hamilton/Middletown 


St. Raephaels 
Salvation Army 
Serenity House Day Center 
Open Door Pantry 


863-3184 

863-1445 

422-8555 

868-3276 


Catholic Social Action 

421-3131 

Northern Kentuckv 


Community Action Agency 

569-1840 



Contact Center 

381-4242 

Brighton Center 

859-491-8303 

1227 Vine Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 


799 Ann St. Newport, KY 


Franciscan JPIC 

721-4700 

ECHO/Hosea House 

859-261-5857 

Gr. Cinti Coalition for the Homeless 

421-7803 

Fairhaven Resuce Mission 

859-491-1027 

117 E. 12th Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 


Homeward Bound Youth 

859-581-1111 

Intercommunity Justice & Peace Cr. 

579-8547 

Mathews House 

859-261-8009 

Legal Aid Society 

241-9400 

Homeless & Housing Coalition 

859-727-0926 

Ohio Justice & Policy Center 

421-1108 

Parish Kitchen 

859-581-7745 

Faces Without Places 

363-3300 

Pike St. Clinic 

859-291-9321 

Stop AIDS 

421-2437 

Transitions, Inc 

859-491-4435 



Welcome House of NKY 

859-431-8717 

Health 


205 West Pike Street, Covington, KY 41011 



Women’s Crisis Center 

859-491-3335 

Center for Respite Care 

621-1868 

VA Domiciliary 

859-559-5011 

3550 Washington Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45229 


VA Homeless 

859-572-6226 


Compliments of 

Judge Mark Painter 

United Nations Appeals Tribunal 2009— 
Ohio Court of Appeals 1995-2009 
Hamilton County Municipal Court 1982— 

. w Judging strictly on merit 

for 30 years 

www.judgepainter.org 

Paid for by the Judge Painter Cte., Paul Gaffney, CPA, Treas., 5086 Wooster Road Cincinnati, OH 45226 


DONATE TO MAKE STREETVIBES 
__ EVEN STRONGER 


Do you love 
Streetvibes ? 



Would you like to 
contribute? 


Make a tax deductible donation today to ensure that 
Streetvibes can be around for years to come. 



My Donation of $_is enclosed 

Mail to: Streetvibes 

117 E 12 th Street 
Cincinnati, OH 45220 


Here's what your donation can support: 

$10 Free papers for new distributors 

$30 New vest for distributors 

$60 Pays for non-profit advertisement 

$100 Prints about 575 papers 


Make checks payable to the Greater Cincinnati Coalition for the Homeless 


2010 Taste Of Cincinnati Winner 
Best of Taste Entree 


‘Chicago Gyro’s” Greek Pizza 


Come visit us in Clifton! 

Award Winning Food! 
Great Beer Selection! 
Karaoke • Live Music 
Catch All The UC Action! 
New Patio * Free Parking 



205 W. McMillan Street • Cincinnati, OH 45219 * 513.241.MACS 



TREETVIBES 

^TTrrrrrii;i.lllt:4jM4i ; tllll.llM.B^TTTTTTTT?TTTM 

ubscription Purchase 

Subscription and $25 I I hie Subscription only 

tax-deductible donation I 1$1.89 per issue 

Name:_ 

Address:_ 

City:_State:_Zip:_ 




Please make checks payable to: The Greater Cincinnati Coalition for the Homeless 
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LessonSongs for Peacemaking and Understanding 


Paulette Meier sings for social 
justice and a better world 

^ ^ or me, art is the expression of an under- 
lying truth, of that which is usually hid¬ 
den or not noticed much,” says Paulette 
Meier. “It can make us aware of the inner 
conditions of others’ lives, and can open our hearts 
to strangers, as well as to our own deeper selves.” 
And the truth that Meier alludes to, and which she 
strives to attain in her life, is the one uncovered by 
compassion, love, understanding and the power of 
the “Spirit”. 

A Quaker singer/songwriter, peace educa¬ 
tor, and spiritual social activist, Meier has devoted 
much of her life to singing and working for peace, 
equality, the rights of the oppressed and the protec¬ 
tion of the vulnerable and invisible in our society, 
particularly children. 

She grew up in Northern Kentucky in a large 
Catholic family, attended private Catholic schools, 
and developed, as a result, a strong spiritual incli¬ 
nation and sense of morality. A semester in Ger¬ 
many in college in 1971 shook her rather parochial 
worldview, and she returned home with new aware¬ 
ness of injustice, both in the Church and in her 
country. 

Church choir and family reunions introduced 
her early on to singing, but it was moving to Wash¬ 
ington, DC, in 1980 and living in a communal 
household of women musicians that opened her 
eyes to a vision of herself as a political folk singer. 

“The women sang with a group called ‘Heresy’ 

” she says. “They were progressive, engaged in 
women’s issues, social justice and spirituality. They 
affirmed my voice and strongly encouraged me to 
sing.” 
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Saad Ghosn 

Contributing Writer 


Meier had been involved in activist work al¬ 
ready in the 70s. While working on her Master’s 
Degree at the University of Cincinnati (UC) in Ger¬ 
man and Education, she helped organize a union 
for teaching assistants, and later, as a teacher in 
CPS, was very involved with the teachers’ union. In 
the late 70s, she became very active in opposing 
the construction of the Zimmer Nuclear Plant on the 
Ohio River, which prompted her move to Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. to work on national nuclear energy issues. 

Back to Cincinnati in 1984, Meier befriended 
many of the activists she had met earlier at UC or 
through the local community. They included buddy 
gray and Bonnie Neumeier of the Over-the-Rhine 
People’s Movement, as well as Reverend Maurice 
McCrackin, a civil rights activist and pastor of Com¬ 
munity Church in the West End. Diana Porter, a 
friend and fellow teacher’s union activist, had co¬ 
founded a new women’s choir, MUSE, which Pau¬ 
lette joined. With her new passion for political folk 
songs, she and some friends started a Cincinnati 
chapter of the People’s Music Network, sponsor¬ 
ing monthly song gatherings in different homes to 
share and teach songs with social justice themes. 

With Ginny Frazier, a fellow MUSE member 
whom she had met earlier campaigning against 
nuclear power, Meier began performing in coffee 
houses, rallies for the homeless and refugees, at 
peace demonstrations, labor, the environment, and 
women’s rights events. In 1991 they produced a 
recording: Ginny and Pauiette: Harmony for Social 
Justice, which included many of their songs among 
which “The Power Shuffle,” they had written to 



Paulette Meier singing at SOS Art 2011. Photo by Bill Howes 


protest the 1st Gulf War. It was sung with gusto at 
many local demonstrations: “We put the teachers 
in, we take the missiles out... we march and sing 
and shout. We do the power shuffle, we turn this 
world around and that’s what it’s all about!” 

One of the first songs Paulette wrote in 1989, 
“Greer? Bins," was actually used by “Keep Cincin¬ 
nati Beautiful” to promote the city’s new recycling 
program. She also wrote songs in opposition to the 
death penalty, and sang them at many protests and 
vigils. “No Killing in My Name” is a call to stop state 
sponsored murders, and “Born to Love” is a plea 
in compassion with families of murdered victims. 

In 2004, she wrote “It’s the Race to the Bottom”, 
a song about privatizing government jobs. Meier 
recently added a verse to this song about teachers, 
in opposition to Ohio’s Senate Bill 5 which is aimed 
at limiting collective bargaining rights for public em¬ 
ployees. Its chorus sings: 

“It’s the race to the bottom (3x) Where they’re 
cuttin’ public service while their private profits 
rise. ” 

An area of concern for Paulette is the emo¬ 
tional health of children, that she sees directly 
related to peace in the world. In 1989 she began 
working in the field of social-emotional learning 
and focused on it for over 20 years, including many 
years as a trainer in peace education. She started 
writing songs to augment her lessons, and in 2002, 
released a CD, Come Join the Circle: LessonSongs 
for Peacemaking. The album received national ac¬ 
claim and several awards and is now used in class¬ 
rooms all around the country. 

Paulette would like to do another CD for chil¬ 
dren, to include songs she’s written about media 
violence (“Cool to be Cruel?’), compassion and 
understanding (“Don’t Judge Them’), and healing 
past hurts (“Triggered’). 

A more recent musical endeavor for Paulette 
relates to her spiritual path. About ten years ago, 
she began attending Quaker meetings and learning 
about the Religious Society of Friends. “The Quak¬ 
er faith emphasizes spiritual experience instead of 
dogma,” she says. “Still solidly rooted in the wis¬ 
dom of Jesus, it integrates an inward seeking spiri¬ 
tual practice with an outward movement towards 
peace and compassion in the world. I also appreci¬ 
ate the equal role women had in spiritual leadership 
since its beginnings.” 

In 2004, Paulette was awarded an Artist in 
Residence scholarship for a year at Pendle Hill in 


Philadelphia, where she studied Quaker theology. 
She recently released, with Quaker Press, Time¬ 
less Quaker Wisdom in Plainsong, a CD of 21 quo¬ 
tations from 17th century Quaker leaders, she set 
to music and sings a cappella. 

“I would like my art to raise awareness of the 
inherent goodness that every child is born with and 
what we do that helps that goodness shine or get 
shadowed over,” says Meier; “also to open hearts 
and build empathy for those who are oppressed. 

I want my songs to inspire listeners to see things 
more clearly, and to take action, no matter how 
small, to support this planet in all its beauty.” 

Throughout her life, Meier has worked towards 
all these goals and her voice has always been as 
lucid and strong as her beautiful “lessonsongs for 
peacemaking and understanding”, (www.lesson- 
songs.com) 


“DON’T JUDGE THEM” 

(VERSE AND CHORUS) 

Song by Paulette Meier 

“Maria’s gettin’ mean with the girls at school, 
‘cause no one wants to be her friend. 

She’s in everybody’s business 
and acts like she’s in charge of them. 

If they knew about her life at home, 
they’d see how she got this way. 

She’s the oldest of six with a single mom, 
She doesn’t really know how to play. 

So don’t judge her; 

she may be doing the best that she can. 

Yeah, let’s not judge her, 

though she may need a helping hand. 

Don’t judge her, 

when we don’t know where she’s been. 
Yeah, let’s not judge her, 

If we’ve never been in her skin.” 


Artists as Activists is a regular column highlighting Greater Cincinnati artists who use art as a vehicle for change. 
Saad Ghosn is the founder of SOS Art. Ghosn can be reached at saad.ghosn@uc.edu. 









